
Help take our vision into action

CODE DISCUSSIONS

March 27
(Monday)

6:00 – 8:00 pm
Lower Richland High School

2615 Lower Richland Blvd.
Hopkins, SC 29061

- or -

6:00 – 8:00 pm
Longleaf Middle School

1160 Longreen Pkwy. 
Columbia, SC 29229

March 29
(Wednesday)

6:00 – 8:00 pm
Ballentine  

Community Center 
1009 Bickley Road

Irmo, SC 29063

SHAPE RICHLAND COUNTY

Continue to put the pieces in place.  
In 2015, Richland County completed a new 
plan to guide future growth. The county has 
now begun the most important step to take 
that plan to action – updating our zoning 
ordinance and land development regulations. 
Join one of the upcoming discussions to:
• Provide input that will help proactively guide 

development in the county. 
• Get an appreciation for the latest thinking about 

how to manage growth.
• Learn how the zoning ordinance and land 

development regulations rewrite will help  
build a better place.

ZONING ORDINANCE AND LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS REWRITE BEGINS

ATTEND THE SESSION MOST CONVENIENT TO YOU... 

to learn more visit...

weplantogether.org



ANSWERS TO COMMON QUESTIONS

1. What will happen at the workshop?
You will learn about the rewrite of Richland County’s zoning 
ordinance and land development regulations and how it will 
achieve the vision set forth in the county’s Comprehensive 
Plan. You will provide input into goals for the project and 
other thoughts about improving future development in the 
county.
 

2. Are there other opportunities to get involved? 
Yes. The zoning ordinance and land development regulations 
rewrite process will last approximately two years. The March 
workshops are the first of three rounds of public input. Visit 
the project website, www.weplantogether.org, to learn about 
the process and be notified when work products are available 
to review.

3. What are the Zoning Ordinance and Land 
Development Regulations?
The zoning ordinance is the adopted law of the county that 
regulates land use, growth, and development. It divides 
the county into different zoning districts. The zoning 
district regulations generally govern the types of uses and 
the location and size of development in each district. The 
zoning ordinance also includes provisions that establish the 
procedures for how development proposals are reviewed and 
approved or denied, and development and form standards 
such as those covering parking, landscaping, signs, building 
location and form, and resource protection.

The land development regulations are the adopted laws of 
the county that regulate the division and platting of land, 
prior to its development. They include regulations that 
govern lot division, road layout and standards, and other 
infrastructure requirements.

4. Why rewrite the Zoning Ordinance and Land 
Development Regulations?
The zoning ordinance and land development regulations are 
the primary means of implementing a community’s vision 
for where and how it grows. The purpose of the rewrite is to 
develop 21st Century regulations that:

• Reflect the county’s Comprehensive Plan;
• Are user-friendly;
• Align with contemporary zoning best practices;
• Protect and enhance the character of existing 

neighborhoods;
• Protect natural areas the environment; and
• Support transit, biking, and pedestrian travel modes.

5. How long will the project take?
A comprehensive rewrite of the zoning ordinance and land 
development regulations is a significant undertaking. It is 
expected to take two years.

6. Who is managing the project?
The project is being conducted under the direction of 
the County’s Development Services Department, with 
assistance from Clarion Associates, McBride Dale Clarion, 
and Planning NEXT.

7. How will the project affect me?
The new zoning ordinance and land development regulations 
will be more user-friendly, easier to understand and navigate, 
and more graphically rich. In addition, they will be aligned 
with the county’s planning and development goals as set 
forth in the Comprehensive Plan and contemporary zoning 
best practices. There are a number of significant land use 
issues to be addressed by the new zoning ordinance and land 
development regulations and these will be identified and 
discussed in more detail as the project progresses. 

8. What is PLAN TOGETHER?
PLAN TOGETHER is a public process to gain extensive input 
from the community to help shape future development 
policies in Richland County and the City of Columbia. The 
effort began in 2014 when Columbia and Richland County 
undertook coordinated updates to their plans for growth.

For Richland County, the community’s vision was woven into 
an update to the county’s Comprehensive Plan. This update 
was adopted by County Council in March 2015. 

For Columbia, this vision took the form of an amendment to 
the Comprehensive Plan titled Plan Columbia, Land Use Plan, 
which was adopted by City Council in February 2015. 

Both Richland County and Columbia are now implementing 
their visions by updating their respective zoning ordinances 
and land development regulations.

to learn more visit...

weplantogether.org

or contact:
Ashley Powell  
Manager of Planning Services
Richland County Government
powella@rcgov.us
803 576-2166 


