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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Community members - Columbia, South Carolina 
FROM: Clarion Associates 
DATE: February 2016 
RE: Questionnaire – Zoning and Land Development Ordinance Rewrite Project 

We are seeking your feedback related to Task 2: Zoning 
and Land Development Ordinance Assessment, which is a 
major project milestone for the Columbia Zoning and Land 
Development Regulations Rewrite project. 

The Assessment includes an outline of how the new zoning 
and land development regulations will be structured, and 
recommendations for key changes to incorporate into the 
regulations based on policy direction in the Plan Columbia 
Land Use Plan, community feedback received during the 
project kick-off meeting in May 2015, and best practices. 

We invite you to attend a public meeting on the Assessment, to learn about the consultant’s recommendations 
for rewriting Columbia’s Zoning and Land Development Regulations. The meeting will be held on February 17, 
2016, 6:00-8:00pm, at the Earlewood Park Community Room, 1113 Parkside Drive, Columbia SC 29201. 

Attendees will hear a presentation from the lead consultant, Clarion Associates, and then have an opportunity to 
ask questions or comment on the recommendations. 

In addition to participating in the meeting, we encourage you to take a few moments to share your thoughts 
through the questionnaire below, which further assists the consultant team drafting the new regulations. All 
comments and input will be treated with absolute confidentiality, and nothing in the reports will be attributed to 
any individual or organization.  

Background 

The Zoning and Land Development Ordinance rewrite kicked off in May 2015, following the completion of Plan 
Columbia—the updated land use component of The Plan Columbia Plan 2018.  During kick-off meetings, 
participants emphasized the following goals for the zoning and land development ordinance rewrite: 

 Implement Plan Columbia ; 

 Create a user-friendly code; 

 Modernize zoning districts and development standards ; 

 Add context-sensitive regulations ; and 

 Incorporate sustainable development practices. 

The consultant team has worked to incorporate these goals into the Assessment document, which can be 
accessed on the project web site:   www.weplantogether.org  

Thank you for completing the questionnaire and providing valuable feedback for this project. 

For best results with this PDF questionnaire, save this file and open it in Adobe Reader or Acrobat.



1. Do you feel the recommendations in the Assessment will help create a user-friendly code? In addition to the 
recommendations in Theme 1, what else should be done to ensure the code is easier to read, understand, and
administer? 

2. In your opinion, will the recommendations in the Assessment help implement Plan Columbia? Theme 2 identifies three 
major elements for doing this: 1) Modernize the current zone district structure; 2) Classify uses in a simpler way and 
reduce Special Exception uses; and 3) Modernize the development regulations.

Should anything else be done to implement Plan Columbia, or do you have specific comments on any of the major 
elements below?  

Modernize the current zone district structure 

Classify uses in a simpler way and reducing Special Exception uses 

Modernize the development regulations 

3. Protecting community character is another important goal, as addressed in Theme 3. The Assessment recommends
doing this by modernizing the regulations to encourage and support “infill” and redevelopment. Examples include 
revising parking, landscaping and other site requirements based on development context; modifying regulations to 
reduce nonconformities and making development of nonconforming sites more predictable; and allowing 
adjustments to minor deviations from certain development standards through an administrative review process.

Do you believe other aspects of the zoning ordinance and land development regulations should be addressed in order 
to protect and enhance community character? 

4. Theme 4 identifies strategies for supporting and encouraging green building practices, and the Assessment includes
recommendations addressing tree protection and open space; low impact development and environmental site 
design; and alternative energy systems. Are there other techniques that should be considered in order to promote
sustainability and green building practices?

5. What other specific recommendations do you have for addressing project goals? 

This button will prepare an email to submit the questionnaire. Responses should be sent to: 
"columbiadb_bff1@sendtodropbox.com" and "psullivan@clarionassociates.com"

For best results with this PDF questionnaire, save this file and open it in Adobe Reader or Acrobat.
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