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DEVELOPMENT TYPES OVERVIEW 
Development Types

Development Types are places in the built environment that share similar 
characteristics of their function and form. These characteristics include the type and 
size of buildings, the relationship of buildings to each other and to streets and other 
infrastructure, as well as land uses. Each development type is named with a series 
of descriptive terms. This naming system is intended to add clarity to the definitions 
and consistency where similar themes are shared between types.  

BUILDING TYPES

Buildings in a development are like furniture in a room. 

Think about development 
types as rooms in a house. 
Your blueprints tell you where 
your rooms are but they don’t 
show you where to place your 
furniture. That is how this plan 
is designed.

Think about buildings as the 
furniture in your rooms. There 
is a list of appropriate furniture 
for each room, and general 
guidelines for how to make 
them fit, but your blueprints 
don’t tell you exactly where to 
put your sofa.  

The development types are 
mapped to show the floor plan 
for Columbia, the building types 
are not mapped to allow for 
flexibility based on the context 
in an area. 

Scale Terms

Scale terms are primarily used with activity centers and corridors to describe 
the total size and service area of these developments. 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
This is the smallest scale development type. These 
areas are limited to small footprint buildings —less 
than 5,000 square feet, smaller lots typically the 
same size and depth as the surrounding residential 
lots, and in limited clusters of 3-5 buildings. 
Neighborhood-scale indicates uses that serve the 
immediate neighborhood and are likely the most 
pedestrian oriented of the activity centers and 
corridors.  

COMMUNITY
This is the mid-scale development type. These 
areas are more flexible than neighborhood scale 
centers or corridors and may have a mix of small 
footprint buildings (less than 5,000 square feet) 
to large format buildings and uses (40,000 square 
feet). They typically have a service radius of 5 
miles and provide many of the retail and services 
for a portion of the city. Groceries, pharmacy and 
specialty retail and restaurants are common uses 
in community scale centers and corridors. As 
destinations for larger areas, Community Scale 
Centers and Corridor development types need to 
include adequate parking facilities for patrons. 

REGIONAL 
This is the largest-scale development type. These 
areas are very flexible in their composition and 
usually contain a range of building types from 
small footprint buildings to extra-large format 
buildings (in excess of 100,000 feet).  There are 
a limited number of Regional Centers within the 
city and they draw patrons from a radius of 20 
miles or more.  With the concentration of uses and 
scale and size these areas must provide adequate 
parking facilities for patrons, as well as have 
pedestrian features to allow for safe foot traffic in 
and around the sites.
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