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Additional Recommendations 

INFILL & REDEVELOPMENT
The City of Columbia has an established development pattern. Most of the land within 
the city has been subdivided and developed with streets and utilities to serve specific 
purposes. Over time the demand for these uses changes and new uses and buildings are 
needed. The context for development is determined by the location or era in which the 
original subdivision and development occurred. The development type guidelines are 
intended to help make infill and redevelopment transition into the existing urban context 
in a compatible and context sensitive manner that allows for the accommodation of 
growth and progress. Development in Columbia can be classified as one of the following: 

Adaptive Reuse is the reuse of exiting occupied or vacant 
structures for uses other than for what they were originally 
built. Examples include modifications in the Vista district 
of mill and market structures for entertainment, housing, 
and restaurants, or conversion of the former office building 
on Main Street for student apartments, or the use of 
former large homes for professional offices. This is likely to 
occur in areas where there is a stock of solid architecture 
that is no longer meeting its intended purpose but is 
valued for its historic significance or structural integrity 
and remaining useful life. 

Infill is the simple development of a single lot (usually less 
than .5 acres for residential or 5 acres for commercial uses) 
or property within an existing subdivision or neighborhood. 
The infill project may be a demolition and new construction or 
construction on a previously vacant lot. There is no subdivision 
or lot consolidation that occurs in infill development. Examples 
of infill would be where a new home is built between two 
older homes or a new building is constructed in an empty 
lot along North Main. Infill will usually occur in areas with an 
established housing or business base that is experiencing an 
increased demand. Infill requires the most context sensitive 
design guidance of the four development approaches, and clear 
objectives at the neighborhood level for a desired vision.

Redevelopment is a large-scale project (several acres) 
where the existing subdivision pattern is modified 
(lot consolidations or subdivisions), and multiple new 
buildings and possible streets are constructed. This 
is likely to occur in areas with extensive inventories of 
vacant lots in areas with high demand for homes or 
businesses. 

Greenfield Development is when a large piece of land (usually 
more than 20 acres in size) previously used for agriculture or 
forestry and surrounded on at least two sides by other large 
parcels is subdivided and developed with a new street network, 
infrastructure and buildings. This type of development will 
be very rare in Columbia with the exception of areas along 
the Broad River Road Corridor or perhaps to the southeast.  
Most Greenfield development will occur in Richland County.  
The Chestnut Hill Plantation neighborhood is an example of 
Greenfield Development.  


